100            FORTY-FIVE  YEABS  UNDEB THE  FLAG

est was passed by, and no inhabitant along the river banks missed
the opportunity of seeing pass by an imposing and powerful
vessel of war whose purpose there they all understood. After a
number of such anchorages had been made the Benicia reached
Hankow in September, and was gladly welcomed by the for-
eign residents of that remote outpost of the China trade. Every
manifestation of pleasure that could be shown was extended to
the officers and men. Knowledge of the incident in Korea had
penetrated to this distant point to gladden the foreigner and to
impress the natives, who were courteous and polite in their
dealings and intercourse.

The writer met here an old classmate from the Naval Academy,
Woodhull Schenck, who had been employed in the Chinese cus-
toms service for a number of years. On the occasion of dining
at his hospitable board, old times were talked over, and incidents
in his life were recounted in the years since he had quitted the
Navy to undertake the better financial opportunities of civil life.
He was thoroughly versed in Chinese affairs, and, during his long
residence among the Chinese officials and people, had acquired
vast knowledge of their history, customs and methods of dealing
with foreigners. The few days spent under his hospitable roof
were most interesting, instructive and enjoyable.

Eeturning down the river, Kiukiang, near the Poyang Lake
region, was visited. Nankin, the capital of the Ming dynasty,
was looked over, and the site whereon the famous Porcelain
Pagoda had stood was searched to secure one of the perfect bricks
of porcelain which remained still among the debris. This great
pagoda, up to 1859,, when it was destroyed, was one of the note-
worthy structures of the world. It seems that a species of vandal-
ism then destroyed it in order to satisfy some superstition affect-
ing the fortunes of the dynasty in power. How much the art of
the world has suffered from this same spirit of frenzy it would
not be possible to estimate.

At the time of this visit of the Benicia, the river trade was
almost exclusively in steamers under the American flag, such as
the Plymouth Rock, owned by the Shanghai Steam Navigation
Company, a rich and influential corporation in those days, con-
trolling a vast trade with its fleet of vessels trading in all direc-
tions in the waters of that vast empire. To these vessels the visitrks
